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1. Discussion of initial
application for cardroom 

license



MEMORANDUM 

To: 
From: 
Re: 

Date: 

The Florida Gaming Control Commission 
Division of Pari-Mutuel Wagering 
Ocala Breeders’ Sales Company, Inc. (QHRS950) 2023-042076 Initial Cardroom 
License Application  
September 5, 2023 

Executive Summary 
A pari-mutuel facility has applied for a cardroom license. 

Background 
Ocala Breeders’ Sales Company, Inc., d/b/a OcalaBets and/or Ocala Bets (“Ocala Bets”) possesses 
a valid quarter horse permit. Ocala Bets held an operating license for the conduct of pari-mutuel 
wagering for the 2020-2021 Fiscal Year, and Ocala Bets was issued a pari-mutuel operating 
license for the 2023-2024 Fiscal Year. Ocala Bets has submitted an initial application for a 
cardroom license and paid a $34,000 licensing fee to operate 34 tables. 

Analysis 
In order to issue Ocala Bets a cardroom license, the Commission must confirm that: Ocala 
Bets is a licensed pari-mutuel permitholder,1 that Ocala Bets held an operating license for the 
conduct of pari-mutuel wagering for the 2020-2021 Fiscal Year,2 that Ocala Bets has paid the 
$1,000 per table annual licensing fee for the cardroom,3 and that the authorized cardroom will 
be operated at the same facility at which the permitholder is authorized under its valid pari-
mutuel wagering permit to conduct pari-mutuel wagering activities.4 Additionally, the 
Commission must confirm that Ocala Bets has submitted written internal controls for approval 
by the Commission’s Division of Pari-Mutuel Wagering,5 and that Ocala Bets has provided 
proof of authorization of the cardroom by the governing body where the cardroom will be 
operating.6    

1 § 849.086(5)(a), Fla. Stat. 
2 § 849.086(5)(c), Fla. Stat. 
3 § 849.086(5)(e), Fla. Stat. 
4 § 849.086(5)(a), Fla. Stat. 
5 Fla. Admin. Code R. 75-11.007.  
6 Fla. Admin. Code R. 75-11.007 and § 849.086(16), Fla. Stat. 
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La'Kesha Jelks

From: Thomas Ventura <TomV@obssales.com>
Sent: Thursday, September 7, 2023 4:50 PM
To: La'Kesha Jelks; Chris Schoonover; Jamie Pouncey; Louis Trombetta; Joe Dillmore
Subject: RE: Initial cardroom application for Ocala Breeders’ Sales Company, Inc. dba OcalaBets 

or Ocala Bets
Attachments: CLEAN VERSION 9-6-2023 with signature Ocala Breeders' Sales Company, Inc. dba 

OcalaBets Internal Controls submitted to FGCC 9-7-2023 with initial cardroom 
application.pdf

Categories: ICs, Amendment

La’Kesha: 
Signed Internal Controls attached. 
Thank you. 
Tom Ventura 
Ocala Breeders’ Sales Company, Inc. 
352 237-2154 
 

From: La'Kesha Jelks <LaKesha.Jelks@flgaming.gov>  
Sent: Thursday, September 7, 2023 3:37 PM 
To: Thomas Ventura <TomV@obssales.com> 
Subject: RE: Initial cardroom application for Ocala Breeders’ Sales Company, Inc. dba OcalaBets or Ocala Bets 
 
Greetings,  
 
I have completed my review of the Internal Controls. Please have them signed by the cardroom manager or 
general manager for approval.  
 
Best,  
 

La’Kesha Jelks 

 

La’Kesha Jelks 
Operations Review Specialist 
Florida Gaming Control Commission 
Pari-Mutuel Wagering 
Phone: (850) 794-8114 
 

The information contained in this transmission is intended solely for the use of the person(s) named herein. If you are not the intended recipient,  
you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination, distribution or duplication of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you are not the  
intended recipient, please contact me by reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the original message. 
 

The State of Florida has a very broad public records law pursuant to Chapter 119, Florida Statutes. Most written communications to and from  
state officials regarding state business are public records, available to the public and media upon request. Therefore, your e-mail communications 
may be subject to public disclosure.  LARGER V EW 

 
 
 
 

From: Thomas Ventura <TomV@obssales.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, September 6, 2023 3:44 PM 
To: La'Kesha Jelks <LaKesha.Jelks@flgaming.gov>; Jamie Pouncey <Jamie.Pouncey@flgaming.gov>; Louis Trombetta 
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2. Discussion of Florida
Gaming Control Commission 

logo design
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